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AN UPSIDE-DOWN CHRISTMAS

Have you heard about the upside-down Christmas Tree? it is a fad, but some people are actually attaching
their Christmas tree upside down with the base on the ceiling and the top hanging down in the middle of
the room like an evergreen stalactite. It's novel, it saves space and it leaves more room for presents!
There are however serious drawbacks, like how to water it!

The idea of an upside-down Christmas tree provokes a more serious point about Christmas itself,
summed up in Mary's song of subversion which we call the Magnificat. It is a revolutionary song about
God’s upside-down values which Mary sang when she was told that she was going to give birth to the
Saviour. A song about the little people being exalted and the mighty cast down, about the hungry poor
being filled, and the rich are being sent away empty.

Mary sang about a new order of things. Her child was not to be a comfort, he was to be an intrusion, and
that child was not born in marbled splendour, but in a smelly stable. One thing that we in the City cannot
avoid this Christmas is the protest camp outside St Paul's Cathedral. Whatever our views about it, the
presence of the protesters has made people talk about issues of justice, financial inequality, and the future
of capitalism in a way that our politicians have failed to do. The humble poor have challenged the powerful
and the mighty, and thankfully the Cathedral Chapter have begun a process of engagement, taking the
issues forward, in the Bishop of London's words ‘reconnecting the financial and the ethical’.

The ramshackle protest camp right next to the glorious beauty and majesty of St Paul's Cathedral makes
an important statement about our upside-down Gospel message — the King born in a stable, God become
human, a nobody becoming the mother of our Lord, the last coming first and the first last.

Christmas in the Bible is not like Christmas in a typical shopping centre, a winter wonderland of shopping
and glitter and nostalgia. Christmas in the Bible is much more revolutionary. It connects the glory of St
Paul’s with the clamour of the camp and tells us that there is a deeper joy and a fuller life than most of us
settle for most of the time. Thank God for the way the protest camp challenges us this Christmas to think
about the mystery of the Incarnation and the upside-down values about which Mary sang in the Magnificat.

May | wish you all a joyful upside-down Christmas.
David Meara
Archdeacon of London

Friends of the City Churches, Church of St Magnus the Martyr
Lower Thames Street, London EC3R 6DN,
tel. 020 7626 1555 (answerphone)
e-mail: friendsoflondoncitychurches@yahoo.co.uk

Why not visit our websites www.cityevents.org.uk for all the latest information,
or www.london-city-churches.org.uk for downloadable maps and links to all the churches in the city?




REGULAR SERVICES IN DECEMBER 2011

The services below are the normal pattern for City Churches. They are subject to
change during major festivals and holidays. You are advised to telephone
churches to check the details. See also our website at  www.cityevents.co.uk
which includes weekend services.

Every Monday

0800  Mass StAlban the Martyr

0805  RC Mass St Mary Moorfields

0815  Morning Prayer in the crypt St Mary le Bow
0830  Morning Prayer All Hallows by the Tower
0830  Holy Communion (in the crypt) St Bride Fleet Street
0830  Morning Prayer St Giles Cripplegate

0830  Morning Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

1200 to 1500 Listening Service St Andrew Holborn

1100  Morning Prayer (CW) St Martin within Ludgate
1215  Mass St Vedast alias Foster

1230 RC Mass St Bartholomew the Less

1300 Prayer Meeting St Margaret Pattens

1305  Holy Communion (1662) St Mary Aldermary
1305  Healing Service St Mary le Bow

1305  RC Mass St Mary Moorfields

1310  Mass St Alban the Martyr

1730  Evening Prayer All Hallows by the Tower
1730 Evening Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

1745  Evening Prayer in the church St Mary le Bow
1800  Said Mass St Andrew Holborn

Every Tuesday

0730  Morning Prayer in the Crypt St Mary le Bow

0745  Eucharist in the Crypt followed by breakfast St Mary le Bow
0800  Mass StAlban the Martyr

0805  RCMass StMary Moorfields

0830  Eucharist All Hallows by the Tower

0830  Holy Communion (in the crypt) St Bride Fleet Street
0830  Morning Prayer St Giles Cripplegate

0830  Morning Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

1200 to 1500 Listening Service St Andrew Holborn

1215  Mass St Vedast alias Foster

1230 Silent Prayer All Hallows by the Tower

1230  Holy Communion St Bartholomew the Great

1230  Said Eucharist St Dunstan in the West

1230  Low Mass St Magnus the Martyr

1230  Holy Communion (Said) St Olave Hart Street

1300  Bible Talk, with lunch at 1330 St Botolph Aldersgate
1300  Bible Talk, with lunch at 1330 St Helen Bishopsgate
1305  Eucharist St Botolph Aldgate

1305 RCMass St Mary Moorfields

1310  Mass St Alban the Martyr

1310  Said Mass St Andrew Holborn

1310  Eucharist St Mary Woolnoth

1310  Holy Communion (BCP) St Margaret Lothbury
1730  Evening Prayer All Hallows by the Tower

1730 Evening Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

1745  Evening Prayer in the church St Mary le Bow

1815  Choral Evensong St Sepulchre without Newgate

Every Wednesday

0800  Mass StAlban the Martyr

0805  RCMass StMary Moorfields

0815  Morning Prayer in the crypt St Mary le Bow

0830  Morning Prayer All Hallows by the Tower

0830  Holy Communion (in the crypt) St Bride Fleet Street

0830  Morning Prayer St Giles Cripplegate

0830  Holy Communion (BCP) St Lawrence Jewry

1200 to 1500 Listening Service St Andrew Holborn

1205  Mass St Joseph Bunhill Row

1215  Mass St Vedast alias Foster

1230  Eucharist St Bartholomew the Less

1230  Holy Communion St Mary Abchurch

1245  Communion Service Wesley's Chapel

1250  ‘Celebrate’ - ‘Informal Worship & Teaching’ St Margaret Lothbury

1300  Holy Communion St Mary at Hill

1305  Eucharist in the church St Mary le Bow

1305  RCMass St Mary Moorfields

1310  Mass St Alban the Martyr

1310  Choral Eucharist St Botolph Bishopsgate [NB Not 28 December

1310  Pause for Reflection St Ethelburga’s Centre

1310  Bible Talk, preceded by lunch at 1300, followed by
Question Time at 1340 at The Cuban Citypoint, 1 Ropemaker Street
under the auspices of St Helen Bishopsgate

1310  Holy Communion (1662 said) St Michael Cornhill [NB_Not 28 December

Every Wednesday - continued

1315
1730
1730
1745
1800
1830
1900

Holy Communion (in the crypt) St Bride Fleet Street
Evening Prayer St Edmund King and Martyr
Evening Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

Evening Prayer in the church St Mary le Bow

Taizé Service All Hallows by the Tower

Mass St Alban the Martyr

Sung Mass St Andrew Holborn

Every Thursday

0800  Mass StAlban the Martyr

0805  RCMass StMary Moorfields

0815  Morning Prayer in the crypt St Mary le Bow

0830  Holy Communion St Bartholomew the Great

0830  Eucharist All Hallows by the Tower

0830  Holy Communion (in the crypt) St Bride Fleet Street

0830  Morning Prayer St Giles Cripplegate

0830  Morning Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

12-00 to 1500 Listening Service St Andrew Holborn

1200  Eucharist St Clement Eastcheap

1210  Holy Communion (BCP) St Botolph Bishopsgate [NB Not 29 December

1215  Mass St Vedast alias Foster

1230  RCMass St Bartholomew the Less

1230  Low Mass St Magnus the Martyr

1230  RC Mass St Andrew by the Wardrobe

1245  Holy Communion St Clement Eastcheap

1245  Lunchtime Service Wesley’s Chapel

1245  Sung Eucharist St Stephen Walbrook

1300  Sung Eucharist St Katharine Cree

1300  Holy Communion (1662 said) St Sepulchre without Newgate

NB Not 22 December

1305  Mass St Mary Aldermary

1305  Said Eucharist St Botolph Aldgate

1305  RCMass St Mary Moorfields

1310  Mass St Alban the Martyr

1310  Said Mass St Andrew Holborn

1310  Bible Talk, preceded by lunch at 1300, followed by
Question Time at 1340 St Helen Bishopsgate

1315  Holy Communion (BCP) St Martin within Ludgate

1315  Holy Communion St Margaret Pattens

1315  Holy Communion Temple Church

1730  Evening Prayer All Hallows by the Tower

1730  Evening Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

1745  Evening Prayer in the church St Mary le Bow

1800  Said Eucharist St Dunstan in the West [

1805  Eucharist in the church St Mary le Bow

1830  Evening Eucharist St Andrew by the Wardrobe

Every Friday

0645 to 0845 'Prayer for the City' St Margaret Lothbury

0730  Morning prayers St Margaret Pattens

0800  Mass StAlban the Martyr

0800  Eucharist St Mary Woolnoth

0805  RC Mass St Mary Moorfields

0815  Morning Prayer in the crypt St Mary le Bow

0830  Morning Prayer All Hallows by the Tower

0830  Holy Communion (in the crypt) St Bride Fleet Street

0830  Morning Prayer St Lawrence Jewry

0845  Said Mass St Andrew Holborn

1215  Mass St Vedast alias Foster

1230  Eucharist St Bartholomew the Less

1230  Low Mass (usually with Benediction) St Magnus the Martyr

1230  Confessions in the Sacrament Chapel St Mary le Bow

1305  Eucharist in the church St Mary le Bow

1305  RCMass St Mary Moorfields

1310  Mass St Alban the Martyr

1310  Holy Communion (1662 said) St Michael Cornhill [NB_Not 23 December

1315  Holy Communion (BCP) St Lawrence Jewry

1345  Benediction St Magnus the Martyr

1800  Stations of the Cross St Alban the Martyr

1830  Mass St Alban the Martyr

PRAYER SERVICES ON THE INTERNET

Prayer Services are broadcast daily on demand on the

Internet site of the Internet Church for London. To watch
these services, which change on a daily basis, log on to:

www.londoninternetchurch.org.uk




SPECIAL SERVICES IN DECEMBER 2011

Thursday 1 December
1805  Eucharist with Advent Cantata by J S Bach; Orchestra of the Arts
and soloists directed by David Corkhill St Mary le Bow
1830  Patronal Festival St Andrew by the Wardrobe
1830  Afestive evening of music, readings, mulled wine and mince pies to
celebrate the work of CORAM. This will be a free, informal occasion.
St Andrew Holborn

Sunday 4 December
1730  Advent Carol Service sung by Chantage followed by refreshments

provided by the Romanian Community St Dunstan in the West
1830  Evening Service with Fantasia on Christmas Carols by

Vaughan Williams St Bride Fleet Street
Tuesday 6 December
1830  Futures for Kids Christmas Carol Service St Mary at Hill
Wednesday 7 December
1830  Solemn First Evensong for the Immaculate Conception

St Magnus the Martyr

Sunday 11 December
1500  Blessing of the Crib St Bride Fleet Street
1430  Mandarin-speaking Carol Service St Peter upon Cornhill

1830  Evening Service with 'A Ceremony of Carols' by Britten

St Bride Fleet Street
Monday 12 December
1830  The Worshipful Company of FarriersCarol Service St Mary at Hill
1830  Mid-Advent Carol Service with Anthem St Magnus the Martyr
Tuesday 13 December
1230  Carols for All — Carol Service St Olave Hart Street

1830  Carol Service of the Parish of St Andrew by the Wardrobe
and of the Castle Baynard Ward Club St Andrew by the Wardrobe

1800  Billingsgate Ward Carol Service St Mary at Hill
Wednesday 14 December

1800  Parish Carol Service St Mary at Hill
1800  Carols by candlelight St Stephen Walbrook
Thursday 15 December

1300  City Lunchtime Carol Service St Helen Bishopsgate
1300  Parish Carol Service St Katharine Cree

1310  Parish Carol Service with the Choir and Band of Coopers'

Company and Coborn School followed by refreshments

St Botolph Bishopsgate

1310  Parish Christmas Carol Service with the Choral Scholars of

Hill House Chelsea, the Lothbury Singers, Hill House Brass Ensemble

Organist — Richard Townend The service will be followed by mince

pies and mulled wine. All are welcome St Margaret Lothbury
1800  Traditional Carols by Candlelight; with carols, stories and

seasonal refreshments All Hallows by the Tower
1830  Midweek evening Carol Service. Mince pies and refreshments

will be served after the service St Helen Bishopsgate

Friday 16 December
1305 The City Singers Christmas Music Service with an International

Guest Soloist, directed by John Ewington OBE,
followed by a Festive Buffet St James Garlickhythe

Sunday 18 December
0930  Family Christingle Mass St Alban the Martyr
1030  Parish Carol Service St James Garlickhythe
1600 Festival of Lessons and Carols — Traditional carols and
King James Bible readings, followed by mulled wine and mince pies
All Hallows by the Tower
1830  Nine Lessons and Carols, followed by mulled wine and mince pies
St Bride Fleet Street

Monday 19 December

1300  Annual Parish Festival of Lessons and Carols St Michael Cornhill

1800  Noél, Noél, Chantons Noél! — pour les Francophiles et leurs amis
All Hallows by the Tower

Tuesday 20 December

1300  Carol Service St Andrew Holborn
1300  City Lunchtime Carol Service St Helen Bishopsgate
1305  Parish Christmas Carol Service. All welcome St Mary le Bow

Wednesday 21 December
1730  Guild Church Christmas Carol Service and Civic Procession;
Music by Chantage St Dunstan in the West
1730  The Lord Mayor's Carol Service followed by refreshments in the church.
All are welcome St Lawrence Jewry
1805 Bow Bells' 50th Anniversary Service. A service under the tower
to mark the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the bells

All welcome St Mary le Bow
Friday 23 December
1100  Family Christmas Eucharist and Blessing of the Crib

St Botolph Bishopsgate

Saturday 24 December — Christmas Eve
1600  Crib Service St Alban the Martyr
1830  Nine Lessons and Carols St Anne & St Agnes
1800  High Mass of the Nativity St Magnus the Martyr
2040  Carols sung by the Choir St Alban the Martyr
2100  Solemn Mass of Christmas St Alban the Martyr
2300  Midnight Mass St Olave Hart Street
2330  Midnight Mass by Candlelight, with Music and Carol Singing

from 2300 All Hallows by the Tower
2300  Midnight Mass by candlelight St Stephen Walbrook
2330 Midnight Mass Choral Service St Bride Fleet Street
2345  Midnight Communion Service St Martin Ludgate
2345  Midnight Eucharist St Vedast alias Foster

Sunday 25 December — Christmas Day
0930  Said Mass of the Dawn
1030  All age Christmas Day Service
Mince pies and refreshments will be served after the service
St Helen Bishopsgate
1030  Festival Holy Communion St James Garlickhythe
1100  Christmas Day Eucharist with Carols, followed by a traditional
Christmas lunch All Hallows by the Tower

St Alban the Martyr

1100  Solemn Mass of the Day St Alban the Martyr
1100  Choral Eucharist St Anne & St Agnes
1100  Family Eucharist Choral Service St Bride Fleet Street

1100  Festival Eucharist St Michael Cornhill
1100  Holy Communion, with the St Nicholas chocolate coin hunt
for children St Olave Hart Street

CONCERTS AND EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2011

Thursday 1 December
1305  Recital: Thomas Humphreys (baritone), Raya Kostova (piano)

St Mary at Hill
1305  Lunchtime Concert by The London Performance Collective
St Mary le Bow
1305 Recital: Mark Lee (violin), Sanaz Sotoudeh (piano)
St Olave Hart Street

1310  Organ Recital: Jonathan Melling All Hallows by the Tower
1310 Organ Recital: Richard Townend presents "Bach at Weimar"
St Margaret Lothbury
1830  'Wee Sing in the City": an opportunity to sing your heart out
All Hallows by the Tower
1900 “An Advent Wreath” Ad Libitum Choir Concert St Katharine Cree

Friday 2 December
1230  Organ Recital: David Phillips St Stephen Walbrook

1305 Voices Ensemble: female choir Director — Maite Aguirre
A concert in aid of Breakthrough Breast Cancer, given by
singers from the Guildhall School of Music & Drama
St Olave Hart Street
1310  Recital: The Lawson Trio: Works by Suk, Bartok and Dvorak
St Anne & St Agnes
Monday 5 December
1300  Recital: Alice Pinto (piano) St Lawrence Jewry
1300  Organ Recital: Gregory Drott St Michael Cornhill
1310  Recital: Musica Poetica: Gloria and Trio Sonatas op. 39, no. 5
by Handel St Anne & St Agnes
1815 for 1845 A lecture on Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy to be given by
Graham Fawcett, of Goldsmiths College London
and Tutor for the Poetry School. The lecture will be preceded
by refreshments. Entry fee £15. For more details please go to:
www.grahamfawcett.co.uk St Olave Hart Street




CONCERTS AND EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2011 - continued

Tuesday 6 December

1300 St Botolph Bishopsgate Advent Study Course:
'The Flower of Jesse: studies in Messiah-hood'

St Botolph Bishopsgate Hall
St Lawrence Jewry

1300  Organ Recital: Catherine Ennis

Wednesday 7 December
1300  Recital: The Skazki Piano Trio featuring music by Shostakovich
St Sepulchre without Newgate
1305  Recital: Ceri Owen (piano) St Olave Hart Street
1315 The Artisans at Christmas — with Yvonne Eddy, giving
a traditional programme on traditional Old England instruments
for the Merry Season St Dunstan in the West

Thursday 8 December
1305  Recital: Valtie Nunn (violin), Manuel Lopez Jorge (piano)
St Mary at Hill

1305 Recital: Chris Horril & Claire Baughan (clarinet),

Tessa Marchington (piano) St Olave Hart Street
1310  Organ Recital: Richard Townend presents "Bach at Leipzig"

St Margaret Lothbury

1845  CITY TALKS — In the occasional series of informal presentations:

'No care plan at the inn: the role of Christian solidarity in homelessness'

given by Alison Gelder (director, Housing Justice,) exploring the

difference between Christian and Statutory responses to the needs of

homeless rough sleepers. St Mary le Bow
1930  The London Lawyers' Chorus will perform Mass in C by Beethoven

and other works by Tallis, Byrd, Purcell and Luis de Victoria.

Tickets £10 (with programme) on the door St Andrew Holborn

Friday 9 December
1200-1400 Fairtrade Christmas Fayre Free wine tasting, chocolate tasting

and coffee testing with JustShare, Christian Aid and Traidcraft
St Andrew by the Wardrobe

1230  Organ Recital: Timothy Harper St Stephen Walbrook
1310  Recital: Nadia Giliova (piano): Works by Tchaikovsky, Schubert

and Liszt St Anne & St Agnes
1315  The Anglo-Japanese Collective:  Michael Coxall - Shakuhachi,

Kameyama Kono - Koto, Naka Kaori — Shamisen

Traditional and modern Japanese music on traditional instruments

in traditional Japanese costume St Dunstan in the West
1930  Concert given by City Chorus: 'A Christmas Box' — Christmas and

Carol music with a rare performance of The Nativity, Eric Thiman's

Christmas cantata, and works by Guerro, Vivaldi, Bach and favourite

Christmas carols. There will be wine and mince pies after the concert.

Tickets £10 from www.londoncitychorus.com  or by email:

tickets@londoncitychorus St Sepulchre without Newgate

Saturday 10 December
1930  The Medici Choir Diamond Jubilee Concert
Tickets £12 on the door or at www.medicichoir.org/concert
St Sepulchre without Newgate

Sunday 11 December
1600  Family Carol Concert conducted by Father Ron Corp
St Alban the Martyr

Monday 12 December
1300 St Botolph Bishopsgate Advent Study Course:
"The Flower of Jesse: studies in Messiah-hood'
St Botolph Bishopsgate Hall
1300  Recital: Alexander Soares (piano) St Lawrence Jewry
1300  Organ Recital: Sam Rathbome (Rochester Cathedral)
St Michael Cornhill
1310  Recital: Charles Matthews (piano): Works by Dvorak, Mozart,
Debussy and Medtner St Anne & St Agnes

Tuesday 13 December
1300  Organ Recital: Catherine Ennis St Lawrence Jewry
1305  Concert by The City Chamber Choir Admission £10, concessions £5
St Olave Hart Street
1930  The Constanza Chorus Christmas Concert Works by Bach, Handel,
Tavener, Elgar and favourite carols.  For more information
please contact www.constanzachorus.org.uk
St Sepulchre without Newgate

Wednesday 14 December
1300  Recital: Emily Amour (soprano), Elisabeth Legroux (piano)
Works by Gurney, Poulenc, Martind and some Christmas songs
St Sepulchre without Newgate
1305 Recital: Jane Gilbert (flute), Elizabeth Mucha (piano)
St Olave Hart Street
1315  Recital: Megumi Nagae (violin), Manon Ablett (piano)
Works by Pugnani-Kreisler, Schnittke and Franck
St Dunstan in the West
1900 EC4 Christmas Concert — Carols in aid of CORAM
The programme will include traditional carols and pieces by Victoria,
Leighton and Rutter ~ More information at: www.ec4music.co.uk
St Sepulchre without Newgate

Thursday 15 December
1305 Recital: Ingrid Cusido (piano) St Mary at Hill
1305 Recital: Jonathan McGovern (baritone), James Cheung (piano)
St Olave Hart Street
1900  Christmas Concert with readings, poems and seasonal carols held
by AFASIC — the parent-led Association for all Speech-Impaired
Children, featuring the Brighton Singers, the Brighton and Hove
Youth String Ensemble and the Signing Choir of St Mary's School,
Bexhill. Doors open at 1800; wine and mince pies on arrival.
The concert begins at 1900  Tickets £10 (concessions £5)
Booking line: 020 7490 9410 St Andrew Holborn
1900 A Festival of Carols at Christmas — In aid of The Eve Appeal
For tickets: 020 7299 4430 or www.eveappeal.org.uk

St Botolph Bishopsgate
Friday 16 December
1230  Organ Recital: Joseph Sentance St Stephen Walbrook

1305 Concert by the North Sea Radio Orchestra, with Adrian Crowley
Tickets on the door £10
Pre-booking from:  www.wegottickets.com/event/144170
St Olave Hart Street
1310  Recital: Anete Graudina (violin), Martin Knizia (organ):
Works by Rheinberger, Albinoni and Kreisler
St Anne & St Agnes
2000  The Anton Bruckner Choir give the ABC Christmas Concert
Works by Poulenc, Howells, Poston, Berkeley with favourite carols.
Tickets £12 (concessions £10) on the door
More information at  www.antonbrucknerchoir.org
St Sepulchre without Newgate

Monday 19 December
1300 St Botolph Bishopsgate Advent Study Course:

"The Flower of Jesse: studies in Messiah-hood'
St Botolph Bishopsgate Hall
1305  Recital: Laura Mayhew (soprano), Julius Drake (piano)
In aid of Trinity Hospice, Clapham, and the Jean Meikle Music Trust.
Admission £10 St Olave Hart Street

Tuesday 20 December
1300  Readings and Carols for Christmas, led by the Vicar,
The Revd David Parrott, the Choir and the organist, Catherine Ennis
St Lawrence Jewry

Wednesday 21 December
1200  Fleet Street Carols | St Bride Fleet Street
1305 Recital: Flore Philis (soprano), Clemmie Franks (mezzo- soprano),

Felicity Sim (piano) St Olave Hart Street
1700  Fleet Street Carols Il St Bride Fleet Street
1930  Concert given by Medizeval Babes

Tickets £17.25 from www.mediaevalbaebes.com

St Sepulchre without Newgate

Thursday 22 December
1305 A Christmas Concert given by Blaze Ensemble, wind ensemble
playing Divertimenti for wind by Mozart St Olave Hart Street
1310 Organ Music for the Christmas Season by Jonathan Melling
and David Cook All Hallows by the Tower
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